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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township.

Highways
The Highways Service has almost completely delivered the second year of the 
capital programme works for the period 2016/18 with structural patching to the 
carriageway that will allow a smoother journey and increased life cycle of the road, 
alongside minor patching works carried out using the extra funding from the 
Council.

In the period since the last update 3 Township Commissions have been approved 
and Highways have started work on these commissions, 3 commissions are 
currently being reviewed by Township for funding to be potentially provided to 
Highways for priority issues.

Library Service
Libraries continue to be well used and utilised by a wide variety of our residents 
across the Pennines Township, particularly to support customers in the following 
priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; digital inclusion; skills, jobs and business 
support; reading and literacy; early years and stronger families; preventing social 
isolation – particularly with the elderly.

Over the summer Smallbridge hosted its second Feed and Read with the added 
element this year of Fit.  Working in partnership with Link 4 Life up to 30 children a 
day for the full 6 weeks attended the library taking part in Art and Craft activities, 
joining the Summer Reading Challenge and finishing off the session with an hour 
and half’s sports activities. Once again it proved to be very popular. 
This year’s Summer Reading Challenge had the theme Animal Agents. Smallbridge 
library had 14 sign up and 5 completed it, Littleborough had 75 sign up and 34 
completed, Wardle had 28 sign up and 12 finished, Smithybridge had 16 sign up 
and the finishing figures have yet to come in. 

Libraries across the borough provide residents with IT access and support.  Since 
the doubling up of PC’s last year this has aided lots more new and extra users in 
branch.  Allowing for more users to expand their knowledge via staff and volunteer 
led training sessions. Still however retaining drop in access for other IT users.  

Public Realm
The role of a Public Realm Inspector is fairly new for the Pennies Township. The 
Officer will be dealing with a range of Environment and Community Safety issues 
some of which include, increasing dog fouling patrols and being more of a visible 
presence; ASB issues; fly-tipping incidents and enforcement and graffiti.



Youth Service
Young people from across the Pennines have been engaging in a busy summer 
programme including bushcraft sessions, mountain biking, BBQ and walk, trips to 
Blackpool and much more. In Milnrow & Smallbridge they have joined in with the 
Service ‘Get Creative’, ‘Get Musical’ and ‘Get Techy’ sessions and the summer was 
rounded off with a cohesive event ‘Festival of Friendship’. They have also 
undertaken a national consultation called Make Your Mark where they vote for the 
top issues affecting them as young people.

Milnrow Youth Centre has been a challenging session for the staff, we have 
introduced a new group there on a Tuesday, attendance is growing steadily. 
Thursday has been launched and we are encouraging young people to become 
part of that group. Again attendance is growing and will hopefully be as successful 
as the Tuesday evening group. The young people are just beginning to plan for 
their Question Time event that will be held on 8th November where they are hoping 
to ask decision makers about issues in the local area and across the Township. 
Youth workers have been working with Library staff at Smallbridge to ensure the 
youth group is a safe environment for all young people wanting to attend and new 
structures have been put in place. This will hopefully help with ASB in the area as 
well as engaging with harder to reach young people. Although it is very early days 
the measures seem to be working and young people are able to participate fully in 
sessions.

In Littleborough, young people have made a request for repairs to the skate park 
and a little maintenance work. They have met with Cllr Janet Emsley who is helping 
them and they are meeting again with her soon. They really want to help with the 
work rather than expecting other agencies to do it for them, they are looking at a 
way that this can be achieved.

Youth workers are meeting lots of young people at Wardle, Milnrow Park, 
Littleborough centre and Stansfield during the detached sessions, young people 
are skating and chatting to friends at the parks. They are also getting involved in 
youth consultations and engaging in positive discussions around young people’s 
issues as teenagers. Detached work also continues across the Pennines in hot 
spot areas.  

Township Community News

Littleborough Rushbearing Festival
This year’s event was another success organised by Littleborough Events and 
Associations Forum. The festival carries on the village tradition of dressing and 
parading the rushcart through the streets of Littleborough. There are a host of 
activities including demonstrations, games, sports, and stalls of various kinds in 
Hare Hill Park and in the centre. 



Littleborough Food and Drink Festival
A great display of local quality foods and drinks were on offer, the event helps to 
support local business and encourages people to shop local. The weather was 
much kinder this year which was evident in the number of people attending. 
PenninesTownship awarded a grant to support the event.

Pennines in Bloom
Judging of the Pennines took place in August; the judges were impressed with the 
number and quality of new planting schemes this year including the new garden in 
Wardle, the planted farm machinery feature and the newly redesigned Firgrove 
Gardens. Pennines Township assist with funding the schemes, thanks goes to the 
volunteers who work hard all year round, with Environment Officers, to make sure 
the areas look their best.

Milnrow and District Carnival
The 49th annual carnival took place in June which once again saw the parade led 
through the village by Milnrow Brass Band. Lots of activities and attractions were 
on offer in Milnrow Memorial Park including live music, fairground rides and a 
variety of stalls. The Carnival Committee are already planning their events for next 
year’s 50th Anniversary.

Township Funding  
A number of grants and schemes have been approved recently that realise the 
Townships priorities and support the community as a whole. Grants have been 
awarded to sports clubs for new kits; libraries to support older peoples user groups; 
Sacred Heart FC to improve their car park and complete their refurbishment; 
improve access to play areas and new play equipment; holiday programmes which 
provide affordable access to sports for families and young people. 
Highway schemes have also been approved to increase safety for road users and 
pedestrians including waiting restrictions to allow safer access for buses and their 
users.

Area Forums
The two community meetings in Pennines continue to raise local issues affecting 
the community, a number of schemes have arisen due to issues raised at the 
meetings.  The PACT meetings are incorporated which helps to build strong 
relations with GMP and allows the community to set priorities for their local area.

Pennines Clean and Green Team
The team continue to provide an excellent service in dealing with clean up requests 
from Members, the team are highly regarded by the Township and are thanked for 
the work that they undertake.

Councillor Blundell
Pennines Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township


